March 13, 2008

Preliminary Plans for Dale Sullivan’s Proposal

Rhetorical Context

· Topic: Sponsoring film series on food at NDSU

· Audience: Local Foods subcommittee of South Agassiz Resource Council (SARC)

· Exigence: SARC has begun discussing a film series, but they have not yet firmed up a plan. This proposal will outline details of one possible way to do the film series.

· Format: Short formal proposal with cover page and abstract but no table of contents

Outline

I. Introduction. In this paragraph, I will explain to the readers that this proposal is my attempt to suggest a specific action plan for the film series we have been discussing. I will go on preview the sections: background, action plan, details associated with schedule, DVDs, location.

II. Background. a review of what we have done so far. I will describe these actions positively but suggest that we are still floundering around a bit because we don’t yet have a specific proposal to work from. Therefore, I have decided to write this proposal as a first stab at guiding our planning.

III. Proposed action plan. In this section I will suggest that we limit our film series to screenings. I will recommend my top four choices (My Father’s Garden, The Future of Food, The Real Dirt on Farmer John, Seeds of Deception), and then I will list alternatives. I will argue that my choices are likely to draw audiences and generate discussion about important issues related to food.

IV. Feasibility details. In this section, I will suggest that we reserve Minard 219 for Sunday afternoon screenings on April 13, 20, 27. In support of the location, I will describe its capacity, layout, and equipment, and I will explain that we should be able to reserve it without cost if we get a few people from NDSU to agree to be co-sponsors alongside SARC. In support of the dates, I will suggest that these are the only feasible dates given our need to plan and the approach the semester end. We want to attract students as well as people from the community, so we should have the film series when they are on campus. We should have the screenings on Sunday afternoons because there will not be scheduling conflicts and because that will make it easier for people from the community to find parking on campus. 

I will go on to list some NDSU people that I can approach to be co-sponsors, to volunteer to look into reserving the room, and to produce some publicity on fargolocalfoods.net. I’ll suggest that someone else from the committee volunteer to do the other publicity (posters, newspaper, etc.) I will suggest that someone else look into screening rights if needed.

V. In the conclusion, I’ll suggest that we settle on this through email because we don’t have time to wait until the next SARC committee meeting.

