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Biotech
corn seed
ended up
in market
Crop was consumed
between 2001-2004

Associated Press
SAN FRANCISCO - Swiss biotechnology

company Syngenta AG said T\resday it mis-
takenly sold to farmers an experimental
corn seed genetically engineered to resist
bugs that was never approved by U.S. regu-
lators.

Hundreds of tons of the resulting corn
crop were shipped to consumers and over-
seas between 2001 and 2004, but three U.S.
government agencies investigating said
there was no health or environmental risk
because of the seed's similarity to another
Syngenta product approved for sale and
co*rsumption by federal regulators.

'tiVhilcthere ale no safety concerns, the
regulatory agencies are conducting investi-
gations to determine the circumstances sur-
rounding and extent of any violations of
relevant laws and regulations," said Cyn-
thia Bergrnan, an Environmental Protec-
tion Agency spokeswoman. "The U.S. gov-
ernment is also communicating with our
major trading partners to ensure they
understand there are no food safety or envi-
ronmental concerns that could affect trade."

The Department of Agriculture and the
Food and Drug Administration are also
investigating.

In trading Tuesday, U.S.-traded Syngenta
shares fell 39 cents, or 1.8 percent, to close
at $21.45 on the New York Stock Exchange.

Biotechnology critics say the incident
confirms their fears that the industry can't
ensure genetically engineered seeds won't
mix with conventionally grown crops and
contaminate the food supply

Nearly half the nation's corn approved
for market by the Department of Agricul-
ture is genetically modified, but many con-
sumers pay a premium for organic food or
otherwise demand their groceries remain
biotechnology free.


