A Selection of Jesus’ Teachings in Matthew

The phrase, ‘When Jesus finished these words’ appears five times in Matthew (7:28; 11:1; 13:53; 19:1; 26:1) and seem to mark off five sermons in the passages just preceding these words.

1. The Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5, 6, 7

2. Sending out the Twelve, Matthew 10

3. Sermon by the Lake, Matthew 13

4. Teachings on the Way to Jerusalem, Matthew 18

5. Teachings in the Temple, Matthew 21:28 through chapter 25

A. Exploring the Teaching’s Context

1. What is the occasion—time, place, triggering event or question?

2. Who is in the audience—primary interlocutor, listeners?

3. What other teachings, if any, does this teaching go with to form a cluster? 

4. What is the theme of this cluster of teachings (see question 3)?

B. Exploring the Details of the Teaching

1. What comparisons does Jesus draw?

2. What is compared to what?

3. What do the comparisons stand for?

4. What story elements (characters, scene, plot, problems, resolutions) does Jesus include in this teaching?

5. What references does Jesus make to the Hebrew Bible?

6. How does Jesus use these passages in his teaching?

C. Exploring the Meaning of the Teaching

1. Who is the teaching aimed at?

2. What does this teaching teach about God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?

3. What does this teaching teach about the Kingdom of God?

4. What does this teaching teach about time—past, present, future?

5. What does this teaching teach about community and social relationships?

6. What does this teaching teach about sin and forgiveness?

7. What does this teaching teach about mission and evangelism?

8. What does this teaching teach about other things?

D. Exploring Applications of the Teaching

1. What does Jesus teach about changing minds?

2. What does Jesus teach about changing action or behavior?

3. What does Jesus teach about responsibility?

4. What does Jesus teach about relationships with God, others, and creation?

5. What is the major lesson you carry away from this teaching?
